ARE YOU BLIND?!

Text: Matthew 9:27-34
Reading: Isaiah 35
Theme: When Jesus the Messiah makes blind men see and a dumb man speak some respond with amazement and others with scorn.
Purpose: To examine contrasting responses to Jesus as the Messiah and to urge a response of faith. 

Congregation,

"Are you blind?! Can't you look where you are going?!" I'm sure you have said that to someone at sometime when you have been knocked or almost bowled over by someone going past. The other person either hasn't seen you, or hasn't been careful, and has crashed into you. "Is he blind or something?", you ask yourself. We are not saying that the person is actually blind, but rather that they are acting as though they are. 

We also use the words "blind" and "see" to mean more than just physical blindness and physical seeing. Your maths teacher might be explaining a difficult concept in geometry that you have not been able to understand. Suddenly you grasp it and you say; "Now I see!" We use the words "I see" to mean, "I understand" or, "I get it".

We can also use these words to describe faith and belief. Jesus used this comparison when speaking to the man he had healed of blindness in John chapter 9; "For judgement I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind" (v 39). Jesus was speaking of spiritual blindness and spiritual seeing. 

In this passage in Matthew 9 we will consider men who were physically blind and who were given sight both physically and spiritually. We are considering the last two of nine miracles grouped together in a topical arrangement in these two chapters. 

1. These two miracles show JESUS AS THE MESSIAH

Both illustrated His Power

As Jesus came away from the house of Jairus the crowd followed him back to his house. Trailing the crowd were two blind men who kept calling out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!"

Blindness was quite common in the Middle East at that time because of poor hygiene and a lack of cleanliness. Swarms of flies carried infections from one person to another. When people had a problem with their eyes there was little that could be done because of limited medical knowledge and no surgical procedures. 

Those who were blind were reduced to a life of begging in order to stay alive. They had no hope of being cured and they had nothing to alleviate the suffering of their condition: No guide dogs, no braille, no talking computers. 

When these two heard that Jesus was going by they followed him, crying out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!" Their need was desperate and they didn't care what others thought of them - they believed Jesus could heal them and they called to him for help. 

Jesus didn't respond to them but kept on going until he came to his house. Maybe he wanted to test their faith. Maybe he wanted to see how much they would persevere. There are people who live in dependant circumstances who don't want help and would rather remain dependant. But these two followed Jesus all the way home and came into the house where he was staying. 

After questioning them about their faith he touched their eyes and healed them.
Through his touch he communicated warmth and compassion; he showed he loved them and cared for them. And he healed them. He gave them their sight. He demonstrated his great power. 

Soon after that, when he was leaving the house, others brought to him a man who was demon possessed and could not talk. 

Demon possession was not uncommon in those times. During Jesus' ministry on earth Satan's attack on Jesus and on people was direct rather than subtle. Satan's approach then was brazen and forthright rather than being insidious and deceitful as it is now. Demon possession is when an evil spirit of Satan takes control of a person. Sometimes this was associated with physical diseases, as in this case, but not always. The disciples could tell what was merely natural and physical and what was caused by demonic forces. This evil spirit had made this man dumb, unable to talk. It may well be that he was also deaf because deafness and dumbness are often associated together. 

Again Jesus demonstrated his power: He cast out the demon and enabled the man to speak. This proved that Jesus had power over sickness and over the evil forces of Satan. His authority and power to cast out demons represented his triumph over all the forces of Satan. He had come to bind "the strong man" (12:29) and to defeat the evil powers by his victory on the cross (Cols 2:15).

The power of Jesus pointed to His Mission.

The two blind men had called him "Son of David". The Jews expected someone who would come as a descendant of King David who would be the Messiah, the Anointed One who had been promised in the Scriptures.  There was an intense expectation of the Messiah in Palestine at the time of Jesus and "Son of David" was a popular title for this Messiah. Matthew introduced this gospel by giving "the genealogy of Jesus Christ the Son of David, the Son of Abraham" (1:1). Jesus did all that the Old Testament had prophesied he would do. Remember the words of Isaiah:
"Then the eyes of the blind will be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
and the mute tongue shout for joy" (Is 35:5-6).
This is exactly what happened in the ministry of Jesus. 

But Jesus wanted the Jews to understand his ministry properly. He was very aware of the danger of people misunderstanding who he was and what he had come to do.

This is one reason why he ignored the two blind men when they called to him on the road. He had already performed two very public miracles; he didn't want to draw even more attention to himself. So he waited till they had come into the house before he healed them.

This is also why he "warned them sternly" not to say anything to anyone (v 30). The Greek word is a very strong one. It is used only five times in the New Testament and is always associated with strong emotion. Jesus was very concerned that people did not get the wrong idea about his ministry. He did not want to be seen as merely a miracle worker. He knew that people would easily give more attention to his miracles than to his teaching. 
He knew that the crowds were more interested in their temporary physical well-being rather than their eternal spiritual condition. Too much focus on his miracles would distract people from the main work he had come to do. 

The Jews expected a triumphant ruling Messiah but Jesus was going to be a suffering Messiah. He fulfilled the prophecies of Isaiah 35, but he also fulfilled Isaiah 53:
"He was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him
and by his wounds we are healed." (Is 53:5).
He came to bear the sins of his people and to die in our place, on our behalf. 
Jesus didn't want to be distracted from this task by too much publicity and popularity - all that was a temptation and he needed to resist that path and that route to glory. 

So he had come as the Son of David, as the Messiah, and his miracles demonstrated his power and his mission.
 
2. PEOPLE RESPONDED to these miracles in two different ways. These verses illustrate these two responses. This is the climax of this section of the gospel in chapters 8 and 9. Having recorded these nine miracles Matthew brings the issues to a head. 

Some could see who Jesus was. The two men who followed Jesus were physically blind but they had spiritual insight. They could 'see' Jesus with the eyes of faith. They believed in him. They believed in him as the Son of David, the Messiah.

In some ways this is surprising because their circumstances did not seem to favour faith in God. They were blind and obviously hadn't seen any of his miracles. Their overall knowledge of Jesus was very limited. They couldn't read the Scriptures and they didn't have the benefit of great knowledge. Outwardly these two seemed unlikely candidates for faith and conversion.  
But God works in surprising ways. The Holy Spirit operates in unlikely places. Jesus steps into the lives of people that you would have never expected! Many who are last will be first. 

The Apostle Paul describes this in 1 Cor 1:26-29.... Maybe you feel you are in an unlikely position or situation to become a Christian. But God is also calling you. Nothing is impossible with Him. 

As we consider the faith of these two men we should also note that Jesus spoke to them individually. He taught people publicly, often large crowds, but he also dealt with people one to one, person to person. 
He did this with the woman who had the bleeding. In all that press of people and the hurry to get to the house of Jairus he stopped to talk to this one woman who needed him so desperately. 
He spoke to the two blind men on their own. 
And he want to deal with you on your own. He singles you out and deals with you according to your own need, your own situation, your own weakness; and he wants an individual response from you.  

You could decide to follow Jesus when you are caught up in the emotion of a large gathering, or when you feel the closeness of a small group; but eventually you must go home and be alone. You and the Lord. You and your God. Yes, God deals with us collectively as a covenant people, but he also deals with us individually, personally, calling you to believe in him, to live close to him, to depend on him to lean on him.

Notice also Jesus' words; "According to your faith will it be done to you" (v 29).
This does not mean that Jesus can only heal people who believe. The gospels record instances of people who were healed without believing (Matt 8:28ff, Luke 17:17),
Nor does it mean that they were healed in proportion to their faith: 50% faith would lead to 50% sight; 100% faith would give them perfect vision! No, it wasn't like that.
Jesus was simply responding to their faith: "Since you believe in me your request is granted -I will heal you." There are degrees of faith. Some have great faith, others only a small faith. The important thing is to believe, to have faith, to trust in Jesus. These two did that. 
So did many in the crowd: They were amazed and said; "Nothing like this has been seen in Israel."

Their response to Jesus is in striking contrast to the unbelief of the religious leaders. Some saw Jesus with the eyes of faith but the pharisees were blind to who Jesus was.

This is surprising because if anyone should have believed you would think it would have been them. Think of all their spiritual advantages in knowing the law, being able to study the Scriptures, reading the prophecies. Think of their advantages in intelligence and learning and understanding. 

But none of this helped them because they did not believe. They were spiritually blind. They could see Jesus physically, as a man, but they did not see him with the eye of faith, as the Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of God. 

Actually, it was worse than this because they said; "It is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons." Here was staggering unbelief. They looked at the work of God in Christ and they ascribed it to Satan. This was the ultimate in cynicism. This went beyond mere unbelief to blasphemy. Their response was an insult to God and a sin against the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:22-32).

When people harden their hearts in unbelief like this then nothing will convince them - they will distort the truth and think of other explanations and will refuse to believe.

This is a sobering warning to us. 
A knowledge of the Bible does not guarantee salvation. 
Being familiar with the Scriptures does not mean you have faith. 
Knowing about Jesus is not the same as knowing Jesus. 
Attending church does not make you a Christian.

You need to believe in Jesus as the Messiah, the One Promised, The Son of God and the Son of Man. 
You need to trust him for the forgiveness of your sins and love him and live for him. 

Are you cynical, or do you have faith?
Are you blind, or can you see?

Amen.

